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DETC Constitution and Bylaws

Article | - Name

The name of thisorganization isthe Distance Edu-
cationand Training Council (hereinafter referredto
asthe Council or DETC).

Article Il - Mission and Goals

Themission of the Council isto promote, by means
of standard-setting, evaluation, and consultation
processes, thedevel opment and maintenanceof high
educational and ethical standardsin education and
training programsdeliveredthrough distancelearn-
ing. TheCouncil establishesand operatesaneduca-
tional accrediting association, the DETC Accredit-
ing Commission. TheCouncil € ectsrepresentatives
fromitsmembershiptothisCommission. TheDETC
Accrediting Commissionreceivesapplicationsfrom
distance education and training institutionsand ac-
creditsthemif they haveattained and maintainedthe
standards deemed necessary to operate at a basic
level of quality. The Commission alsofostersinsti-
tutional self-improvement. Its goa is to be the
premier accreditor of distance education and train-
inginstitutionsand programsworldwide.

Article Il - Administration
of the Council

Responsibility for the governance of the Council
shall bevested in the DETC Accrediting Commis-
sion. The management of the Council’ saffairsand
related administrative duties shall be the responsi-
bility of the Commission’ sExecutive Director.



Article IV - Membership

Section 4.1 - Qualifications

MembershipintheCouncil shall belimitedtoinsti-
tutions that offer instruction, assessment, and stu-
dent servicesinthedistanceeducationfieldand are
accredited by the DETC Accrediting Commission.
The DETC Accrediting Commission may also ac-
credit independent learning institutions and estab-
lish associate membership category groups.

Section 4.2 - Voting

Each member of the Council shall have one vote.
Only abonafide executive of amember institution
may cast thevotefor that member institution. Prox-
iesshall not be permitted for any vote.

Section 4.3 - Directory

A directory containing the names, addresses, and
other informationof all member institutionsshall be
published annually or asdetermined by theAccred-
iting Commission.

Section 4.4 - Membership Liability

No member of the Council shall be liable for the
debts of the Council in any amount in excess of the
membership fees required of such member for the
year inwhichtheindebtednessislegally established,
together with such voluntary subscriptions as such
member may have made to the Council.

Article V - Meetings
Section 5.1 - Annual Meeting

The Council shall meet annually to elect Commis-
sioners from its membership to receive annual re-



ports, and to transact other business. Notice of the
time and place of such meeting, signed by the
Secretary, shall be sent to the last recorded address
of each member at |east thirty (30) days before the
scheduled meeting.

Section 5.2 - Special Meetings

Specia meetingsof the Council shall beheld at the
call of theChair of theCommissionor shall becalled
by the Secretary upon the written request of 25
percent of the members of the Council. The Secre-
tary shall send notice of the time and place of such
meeting to each member of the Council notlessthan
fifteen (15) daysprior thereto, unlesssuch noticeis
waived by consent of themembersof theCouncil in
assembly with aquorum present.

Section 5.3 - Quorum

Atleast one-fourth of themembersqualifiedtovote
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of
business at the annual or a special meeting of the
Council. If there is fewer than this number, the
presiding officer may adjournthemeetingfromtime
to time until aquorum is present.

Article VI - The Commission

Section 6.1 - Name

The institutional accrediting functions of the Coun-
cil will be performed by the DETC Accrediting

Commission (hereinafter referred to as the Com-
mission).



Section 6.2 - Powers and Responsibilities of
the Commission

The Commission shall havethefollowing powers
andresponsibilities:

6.2.a

D)
)
©)
(4)
©®)
(6)
()
8)

9)

Establishand promul gatestandardsreflect-
ing the qualities of sound and reputable
distance education and training and deter-
mine procedures for evaluating distance
educationandindependent |earning organi-
zationsfor accreditation. For thispurpose,
the standards shall include, but not belim-
itedto, informationandinvestigationwithin
thefollowing areas:

Institutional missionand objectives;
Instructional objectivesand materials;
Educational services;

Student services;

Student success, satisfaction and attain-
ment of learning outcomes;
Qualifications of principals, faculty and
staff;

Admissionpracticesandenrollment agree-
ments;

Advertisingand promotional literature/re-
cruitment personnel;

Financial responsibility;

(20) Tuitionpolicies, collectionproceduresand

refunds;

(11) Plant, equipment and record protection;

and

(12) Researchand self-improvement

6.2.b

6.2.c

Develop annually abudget and providefor
a schedule of reasonable dues and fees
whichwill ensurethefinancial stability of
the DETC.

Receiveapplicationsfor accreditationfrom
distanceeducationandtraininginstitutions
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6.2d

6.2.e

6.2.f

6.2.9

andindependent learning organizationsde-
siringaccreditation.

Appoint qualified evaluators and provide
for acomprehensiveeval uation procedure.

Review the reports of evaluators and all
other pertinent material and accredit or
withholdaccreditationfromapplicantinsti-
tutions. |ncaseswhereaccreditationiswith-
held or denied, the applicant will be given
thereasonsfor the decision and the oppor-
tunity to haveits case reconsidered or ap-
pealed at its option.

Re-evaluate at reasonabl e intervalsthe ac-
creditedinstitutions.

Exercise such other powers as are neces-
sary to carry out thefunctionsof anaccred-
iting association.

Section 6.3 - Selection of Commissioners

6.3.a TheAccreditingCommissioner shall becom-

6.3.b

prised of eleven (11) members. seven (7)
members(two academicsandfivebonafide
executive officers from DETC-accredited
institutions) el ected by the Council andfour
(4) memberselected by the Commissionto
represent thepublic. Thepublicmembersof
the Commission shall be diversified toin-
clude, insofar as practical, representatives
fromgovernment, industry, business, train-
ing and education.

Atitsannual meeting, the Distance Educa-
tionand Training Council shall elect Com-
missioners from the ranks of accredited
members to replace those whose terms of
office expire that year. Public members
shall beappointed by theAccrediting Com-



6.3.c

6.3.d

mission to replace public members of the
Commissionwhosetermsexpire.

Commissionersfromthedistanceeducation
field shall be currently active academic or
administrative personnel from member in-
stitutionsthat do not have arepresentative
currently serving onthe Accrediting Com-
mission.

When an unexpected vacancy occurs by
reason of resignation or otherwise, or when
a Commission member from the distance
educationfieldisnolonger currently active
inacademicor administrativefunctions, the
Chair of the Commission will declare the
positionvacant andtheChair will appointa
qualifiedindividual tofill theremainder of
theterm.

Section 6.4 - Terms of Office

TheCommissionersshall servethefollowingterms:

6.4.a Commissioners shall serve for three year

6.4.b

6.4.c

6.4d

termsor until their successors are el ected.

Eachnewly elected Commissioner shall take
officeat thefirst meeting of theCommission
followingelection.

Theseven(7) CommissionersfromDETC-
accreditedinstitutionsshall not servemore
than two consecutive terms. Public Com-
missionersfrom outsidethedistanceeduca-
tion field shall not serve more than three
consecutiveterms.

Insofar as possible, the expiring terms of
office shall be staggered so that only a
portionof termswill expireinany oneyear.



6.4.e Intheevent that aCommission member is
absent from two consecutive meetings, the
Commissionmay immediately declarethat
Commissionmember’ spositionvacant, and
may immediately fill the vacancy as de-
scribedin Article6.3.d.

Section 6.5 - Duties of Commissioners

6.5.a TheCommissionersshall havethepowerto
engage the Executive Director and to per-
form such duties as, in the judgment of the
Commission, may be necessary or desir-
able.

6.5.b TheCommissionersshall deviseand carry
out such other measures, as they deem
proper and expedient for fulfillingthemis-
sion and attaining the objectives of the
Commission.

Article VII - Officers

Section 7.1 - Election of Officers

Theofficersof theDETC Accrediting Commission
shall be a Chair, a Vice Chair, a Secretary, an
ExecutiveDirector andaTreasurer, tobeel ected by
theCommissionannually. TheChairandViceChair
must be serving Commissioners. The Executive
Director may also serve as Secretary.

Section 7.2 - Duties of Officers

The duties and powers of the officers of this Com-
mission shall beasfollows:

CHAIR-TheChair shall presideat all meetingsof
theCommission.



VICE CHAIR - In the absence of the Chair, the
ViceChair shal preside.

SECRETARY - The Secretary (or the Executive
Director) shall issuenoticesof all meetings. He/she
shall also keep a full and complete record of all
business conducted during the meetings and per-
formsother dutiesasareincidental totheofficeor as
may be required by the Chair of the Accrediting
Commission.

TREASURER - The Treasurer shall have custody
of all fundsand securitiesof the Commission, shall
deposit the samein the name of the Commissionin
such financial institutions or instruments as the
Commission may approve, and shall direct thedis-
bursement of thefundsof the Commissioninaccor-
dancewiththewill of theCommission. He/sheshall
at all reasonable times exhibit his’her books or
accounts to any Commissioner or member of the
Commission, except such information contained
thereinwhichrelatesto the duespaid or payable by
anindividual member. He/she shall keep afull and
complete record of all monies received and al
monies paid. He/she need not be a member of the
Commission.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR - the DETC Accred-
iting Commissionwill choosethe ExecutiveDirec-
tor. He/shewill serveasthe Chief Executive Officer
of theCouncil. TheCommissionshall fix theamount
of hig’her compensation. He/sheshall keeptheChair,
other officers and Commissionersinformed of the
affairs of the Commission and of the Council. He/
she shall perform such other duties as may be
assigned to him/her by the Chair.

Section 7.3 - Vacancies

The Chair may fill unexpected vacancies in any
office.



Article VIII - Committees

Section 8.1 - Appointment of Committees

TheChair of theCommissi on, withtheCommission's
consent and approval, shall, unless otherwise pro-
vided, appoint all standing committees, special com-
mittees, and their chairs. In appointing standing
committees, the Chair may appoint membersof the
Distance Education and Training Council to serve
as chairs or members. All committees shall make
reports in writing to the Commission as it may
require.

Section 8.2 - Executive Committee

TheExecutive Committeeshall becomprised of the
Chair andthefivebonafideexecutiveofficersfrom
its membership. It shall possess and exercise the
powersandresponsibilitiesof theCommissioninthe
interval s between regul arly scheduled meetings of
the Commission and keep themembersof the Com-
mission advised of itsactivities.

Section 8.3 - Standards Committee

Thiscommitteeischarged with the duty to investi-
gateeducational problemsuniquetodistanceeduca-
tionandtrainingfields, to survey theefficiency and
effectiveness of instructional methods and proce-
duresandtorecommendtotheCommissionpolicies,
standardsand practicestogovernthemembersof the
Council. This committee shall also seek to further
the observance by the members of the Council of
ethical practicesand businessstandards, andit shall
investigateand makerecommendationsonthestan-
dards of ethical conduct to the Commission. The
committee shall becomposed of not fewer thanfive
members, at least two of whom must be Commis-
sioners.



Section 8.4 - Awards and Recognition Commit-
tee

Thedutiesof thiscommitteeshall betodeterminethe
individual or individualswho shall receive awards
or other recognition of distinguished servicetothe
distanceeducationandtrainingfields. TheCommis-
sionshall determinewhichawardsor other recogni-
tionof distinguished serviceshall begiven; however,
theselection of theaward recipientsshall bethesole
responsibility of thecommittee.

Section 8.5 - Finance, Budget and Audit
Committee

The duties of this committee shall be to study and
recommend methodsof determining equitabledues
and fees. Thecommitteeshall also havetherespon-
sibility of preparing an annual budget for approval
by the Commission and presentation to the Council
at the annual meeting. It shall be comprised of the
Treasurer acting as Chair and not fewer than three
members, at least two of whom must be Commis-
sioners.

Section 8.6 - Nominating Committee

TheChair of theCommissionwill appointacommit-
tee charged with nominating officers and replace-
ment memberstotheA ccrediting Commission. Pub-
licmembersof theCommissonandtheCommisson's
officerswill beelected by theCommissionitself and
Commissionersfrom DET C-accreditedinstitutions
will be elected by membersof the Council.

Section 8.7 - Committee Meetings

Committees may hold meetings at such times and
placesasinthejudgment of therespectivecommittee
Chair. In the event a member of any committee is
unabletoattendacommitteemeetingto performthe
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dutiesof thismembership, that member’ sinstitution
may designate asubstitute.

Article IX - Compensation

Any member of the Council, including members of
the Commission, with theapproval of the Accredit-
ing Commission, may bereimbursedfor any reason-
able expensesincurred in connection with the per-
formanceof delegated duties.

Article X - Dues and Assessments
Section 10.1 - Budget

Ateachannual meeting, theCommissionshall have
approved and present tothemembersof the Council
abudget of expenditures necessary to carry out the
approved activities of the Commission during the
comingyear.

Section 10.2 - Fiscal Year and Payment of
Dues

The fiscal year of the Commission shall be from
April 1throughMarch 31. Annual duesandfeesfor
each member shall be payable in advance within
thirty days of billing. Inthe event that dues are not
paidwithinthirty daysof billing, themember will be
classified as delinquent. The Commission shall be
empowered to take adverse action against any ac-
creditedinstitution whoseduesaredelinquent.

Article X| - Referendum Vote

Referendum and Initiative

Policy mattersof majorimportance(includingamend-
ments to the DETC Constitution and Bylaws) may
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be submitted by a mail referendum vote to the
membership of theCouncil for decision. Suchrefer-
endum may beinitiated by the Commission or upon
the written request of one-quarter of the Council
members in good standing. Two-thirds vote of the
membership votinginthemail referendum shall be
necessary in order to passany of the policy matters
or amendments to the DETC Constitution and By-
laws.

Article XII - Miscellaneous
Provisions

Section 12.1 - Dissolution

Upon dissolution of this Council or this Commis-
sion, any sums remaining in the Treasury, after
satisfaction of all debts and claims against the
Council, shal be given to a nonprofit charitable
organization selected by the Commission.

Section 12.2 - Interpretation and Appeal

Any member may make appealsto the Accrediting
Commission from any interpretation of these By-
laws and al other rules and regulations of the
Commission. A decision of amajority of the Com-
mission, acting upon suchappeal, shall befinal . Any
suit atlaw challenging adeci s on of theCommission
must be filed in the judicial district of the
Commission’s headquarters, the Federal District
Court for the District of Columbia.

Article XIIl - Amendments
and Rules of Orders

Section 13.1 - Amendments

The DETC Constitution and Bylaws may be
amended, repealed, or altered, either inwholeorin
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part, by two-thirds vote of members present and
votingat any duly organized meeting of the Council,
regular or special, provided the proposed change
will havebeenfiled withthe Secretary or Executive
Director at |east forty-five (45) days in advance of
the meeting date, and a notice of such proposed
amendment, with a copy thereof, shall have been
mailed to the entire membership of the Council not
lessthanthirty days(30) inadvanceof suchmeeting
whichisto consider the change.

Section 13.2 - Rules of Order

RaobertsRulesof Order shall apply toall mattersnot
specifically covered by the DETC Constitutionand
Bylaws.

Article XIV - Adoption

The Constitution and Bylawswereduly adopted by
voteof themembersof theCouncil onMay 11, 1960
andamended May 3,1962; April 26,1965; April 29,
1968; April 25, 1972; March 18, 1975; April 26,
1977; March 6, 1978; March 12, 1984; April 15,
1985; April 19,1989; April 10,1991; April 6,1992,
March 14, 1994; April 10, 2000, and April 15,
2002.
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