10 WAYS TO IMPROVE AND
MONITOR YOUR SEO
CAMPAIGNS

Steven Ganczaruk, SEO Manager, Apollo Group
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1. Verify your site in Google, Yahoo, & Bing

http://www.google.com/webmasters/tools
https://siteexplorer.search.yahoo.com
http://www.bing.com/webmaster




1. Verify your site in Google, Yahoo, & Bing

Verify ownership
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- Duplicate Title Tags, duplicate meta-descriptions
- Diagnostics — Crawl Rate, Errors, Stats
- Links to your Site

2. Create and submit XML sitemap
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2. Create and submit XML sitemap
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3. Write unique title tags

http://www.wireless.att.com/ceII—phor]_g_;sgviqle_/cﬁg_l!—_gh_qg_e_—p_Ians/index,jsp
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3. Write unique title tags

Approximately
70 character
limit

one Plans_
Fhans Flam

Fhans Flans.
Pick Your F

ATAT Coll Phone Plan-Cre
—

e —

3. Write unique title tags

Duplicate
Title Tags
are what
you are
trying to
avoid!
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4. Write unique meta-descriptions

Hawaii Cruises, Hawaiian Cruise Yacation - Carnival Cruise Lines
Get great deals on Hawaii cruises from Carnival Cruises Lines. ¥We sail to the best ports in

Keep meta-descriptions at about 160
characters... or a little longer than the
maximum length for a tweet

5. Update markup attributes to headers

Format important topic divisions of your body
content with header tags and not attributes

Don’t use/use Use:
sparingly: <h1></h1>
<em></em> _—, <h2></h2>
<b></b> <h3></h3>
<small></small> <h4></h4>
<i></i> Etc.

Etc.

5. Update markup attributes to headers

http://sportsillustrated.cnn.com/2010/writers/kerry byrne/03/22/tim.tebow/index.html

Kerry J. Byrne > COLD HARD FOOTBALL FACTS

|The tale of six college quarterbacks .
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6. Fix canonicalization issues

Settings
Geographic targen

Freferned domain

IS

http://www.mydomain.com OR http://mydomain.com

301 Redirect individual pages to one
version or the other to retain all
attributed value of each page

6. Fix canonicalization issues

Add Canonical tag to home page if you have the
following issues:

http://www.mydomain.com

http://mydomain.com
http://www.mydomain.com/default.html
http://www.mydomain.com/home.html

Etc.

<link rel=“canonical” href=http://www.mydomain.com/>

http://googlewebmastercentral.blogspot.com/2009/02/specify-your-canonical.html

7. Add <alt> text to images

allows you Lo segment =
hepace="§" ali="ninja 1% align
fa010)

nd creats me

ful views of the data unique Lo you, </ pe<pe<img

Use alt text to describe the
photo and to match the
theme of the rest of the
body content on the page




8. Review website in text-only browser

http://www.marcecko.com
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8. Review website in text-only browser
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If you develop your
website in Flash, provide
an HTML version of the
site that can be available
to search engines

9. Add Google Analytics or other Web Analytics software

http://www.google.com/analytics
http://www.omniture.com (SiteCatalyst)
http://www.coremetrics.com
http://www.webtrends.com




10. Add site search functionality

o E——————a—— http://www.adobe.com

B Site Search shows you what
o content people are

searching for and expecting
A to see on your website.
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Are you providing the right

content for these queries?

10. Add site search functionality
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Site Search Terms

THANKS!




